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What Kind of Church is Reba Place Church?

Reba Place Church desires to be characterized by commitment to God’s mission in the world, to biblical foundations, and to Anabaptist perspectives. We believe the Holy Spirit has called us to unite in faith and the pursuit of mission (Acts 1-2). Church membership signifies a mutual commitment to build on the true foundation, Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11); to become a dwelling place of God in the Spirit (Ephesians 2:22); and to be salt of the earth and the light of the world (Matthew 5:13-14).

Members enter into a variety of networks of congregational life.  These may include groups concerned with worship, service, teaching and learning, friendships, prayer, spiritual mentoring, discipleship, and decision-making,  .  Reba Place Church belongs to the Illinois Mennonite Conference, which belongs to Mennonite Church U.S.A.  Membership in these wider circles provides Reba Place Church members opportunities to participate in and contribute to the universal Church.

Members are called to charity, humility, gentleness, patience, and unity in the Holy Spirit so that the world may believe that the Father has sent the Son (John 17:21; cf. Ephesians 2:14-22; 4:1-6). Reba Place Church celebrates a diversity of gifts and backgrounds among its members (Ephesians 4:7; 1 Corinthians 12).  As the One God is also Father, Son and Holy Spirit, so Reba Place Church is called to be a diverse body of believers that forms the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12; Galatians 3:25-29; Colossians 3:11; 1 Peter 2:9-10). 

Members seek to be accountable before God and one another. We share our lives for purposes of celebration and rejoicing, mourning and sorrow, prayer and praise, friendship and mutual discernment. Personal information is shared with the expectation of appropriate confidentiality.  Members are commissioned to be a “binding” and “loosing” fellowship (Matthew 16:13-20; 18:15-20; John 20:23; Ephesians 4:15-16) and to build up the body of Christ guided by mutual discernment of God’s will and the call to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 10; Acts 1:8).

Occasionally, members are clients of other members who serve them as attorneys, doctors, therapists, financial advisers, faculty advisers, employers, etc.  Concerns about conflicts of interest caused by such intra-member relationships are directed to the pastoral staff at Reba Place Church for review and discussion.

Basic Commitments for Membership

Membership at Reba Place Church involves six primary commitments: (1) to give and receive counsel while seeking to know God’s will, (2) to share financial resources, (3) to explore and exercise spiritual gifts, (4) to remain faithful in prayer, (5) to acknowledge the church’s leadership , and (6) to make every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit with all sisters and brothers.

Membership is also formed by commitment to the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective (1995) as the guide for teaching and nurture in the church.  The Confession is ultimately subject to the authoritative source and standard for life in Reba Place Church: the Bible interpreted in harmony with Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit’s leading in the church (COF, article 4). However, our use and interpretation of Scripture is aided by the 1995 Confession, and by various position papers and reports from the Mennonite Church U.S.A. 

Full and Associate Memberships 

While members of Reba Place Church normally are Full members, Associate membership is available to those who participate regularly in Reba for a time, but who retain membership in a congregation or denomination which they consider their more permanent home.  People in the geographic area for a year or more for voluntary service, school or temporary employment fit in this category.  Others who are away from Reba for a year or more, as missionaries or on other kinds of assignments, also may be eligible for Associate membership.   

While Reba Place Church seeks to be hospitable and helpful to everyone involved in any of its functions, deeply committed members are essential to, and at the heart of, becoming the kind of congregation described in this document.  To underline the importance of membership, several distinctions are made between Full Members, Associate Members and Regular Attenders, without any desire to discriminate uncharitably among people.

	RESPONSIBILITIES & COMMITMENTS (apply to members of all ages)

	Full Member
	Associate Member
	Regular Attender

	Completes the membership process
	Completes the membership process
	

	Be received as Full member
	Be received as Associate member
	

	Demonstrates the 6 basic commitments:

▪ give and receive counsel while seeking to know God’s will

▪ share financial resources

▪ explore and make use of spiritual gifts

▪ remain faithful in prayer

▪ accept the congregation’s leadership as leadership for each member

▪ make every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit with all members in Christ
	Demonstrates all or many of the 6 basic commitments

▪ give and receive counsel while seeking to know God’s will

▪ share financial resources, but less sharing may be acceptable

▪ explore and make use of spiritual gifts

▪ remain faithful in prayer

▪ accept the congregation’s leadership as leadership for each member

▪ make every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit with all members in Christ
	

	Full affirmation of the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective (1995)
	Affirmation of the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective (1995) (Qualified affirmation may be acceptable)
	

	Periodic review or renewal of membership commitments.
	More frequent review and/or renewal of membership commitments.
	

	Is not a member of another denominational church
	Is a member of another congregation or church, but is placed here temporarily in Volunteer Service or for other reasons, or is sent out from Reba on a mission.
	


	PRIVILEGES

(apply to members of all ages)

	Full Member
	Associate Member
	Regular Attender

	May serve on Church Council
	May not serve on Church Council
	Same as Associate

	Has voice and vote at congregational meetings
	Has voice but no vote at congregational meetings
	May have a voice (Full and Associate members have priority to present at meetings); no vote

	May lead and participate in small groups
	May lead and participate in small groups
	May participate in but not lead small groups

	May lead in membership process and teach membership classes
	May make occasional presentations at membership classes.
	May not participate in membership process. 

	May chair and participate on committees
	May  participate on committees
	Same as Associate

	May represent Reba Place Church at denominational and other important gatherings
	May not represent Reba Place Church at denominational and other important gatherings
	Same as Associate

	May lead in sacramental functions when deemed appropriate (e.g., initial distribution communion bread & wine; performance of baptism; infant dedication; reception of new members)
	May not lead in sacramental functions. 
	Same as Associate

	
	
	

	May temporarily hold inactive membership
	May not temporarily hold inactive membership
	Same as Associate

	May request to use church facilities at no cost or discounted schedule of fees.
	May request to use church facilities at a non-discounted schedule of full fees.
	Same as Associate

	Considered a church member as defined for denominational financial assistance programs.
	Not considered a church member as defined for denominational financial assistance programs.
	Same as Associate


New Member Instruction (for Full and Associate membership)

Reba Place Church will schedule regularly appointed dates for receiving new members and for sustaining a regular membership process.  The dates are established by the Church Council and are normally arranged according to the calendar of the church year (e.g., Pentecost, First Sunday of Advent, Epiphany, etc).  Since individuals have unique relationships with Jesus Christ and unique ways of receiving the gospel, a goal of the membership process is to make these unique features clear to other members. 

Instruction includes acquaintance with important documents of Reba Place Church and of Mennonite Church U.S.A., including its Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective. A written statement of the potential member’s faith and reasons for joining Reba Church may be requested. Instruction will include at least one short sequence of an adult education class. The process will also include one-on-one mentoring.  Several church members who are close to new members will accompany each one through the process and insure that each is adequately introduced to the congregation.

The membership process may include minors who can reasonably complete it and will be able to assume all responsibilities of membership. Candidates under age 14 are referred to pastoral staff for appropriate discernment.

Each candidate will complete the Membership Process Check-Off List (Appendix 2 below). The list helps determine when the potential member has completed adequate instruction and preparation, and helps determine the most appropriate type of membership.

Baptism 

Reba Place Church teaches and advocates believers’ baptism.  People baptized before they could have made a mature, voluntary commitment are encouraged to seek believers’ baptism. However, if it is obvious that such persons have become active disciples and if they sincerely consider their early baptism sufficient, they may be considered for membership on the basis of Reba’s other requirements alone.  Baptism is preceded with instruction and participation in church life. Full members under supervision of pastoral staff may conduct instruction.

Admission to Membership; Inactive and Terminated Memberships

The pastoral staff recommends membership approvals or terminations to the Church Council. These include the type of membership most fitting for each candidate.  Without such a recommendation the Church Council does not make any final decision. The Council confirms all final decisions regarding approval or termination of membership. 

The Council publicly notifies the congregation of recommendations of candidates for membership or membership termination.  Notification includes the meeting time and place where the recommendations are on the Council agenda.  Full members may address the issues at these meetings. 
Full members with reservations or disagreements concerning any candidate for Full or Associate membership, or the renewal of either kind of membership, may also review their concerns with pastoral resources, in a confidential setting. Pastoral staff maintains procedures for such review. If, after this review, pastoral staff is satisfied it has a recommendation to make, it submits this to the Church Council. 
Active Full members who become unable to participate at Reba Place Church due to relocation are placed by pastoral staff on Inactive status for one year, unless their relocation qualifies them for Associate membership.  Otherwise they are informed of their inactive status as soon as possible after their relocation becomes known. Inactive members have the same privileges as Regular Attenders.  After one year, pastoral staff will normally recommend termination of their membership to the Church Council, unless exceptional circumstances prevail.

Members who remain in the area but become inactive at Reba Place Church are contacted by letter and phone. They are invited to consider becoming active again. The pastoral staff determines when members are considered to be active or inactive.

· Full members who decline such invitation yet do not wish to be terminated immediately are placed on Inactive status for one year.  If inactive members fail to respond to reasonable contacts for reconsideration during a one-year period, the membership is recommended for termination. A letter indicating the is entered in the membership files.

· Associate members who decline the invitation are recommended for termination of membership by pastoral staff. A letter indicating the status is entered in the membership files.
Active Full and Associate members who appear no longer to respond to God’s invitation, the Holy Spirit’s leading, or the congregation’s counsel are contacted by pastoral staff, and dealt with to according to the instructions found in Matthew 18:15-20. Every effort is made to achieve reconciliation between individuals and groups.  The pastoral staff initiates such a request to a member and is the central location to review these issues. The staff may ask such a person to      

voluntarily suspend or discontinue their membership.  If the member refuses, the pastoral staff may recommend the membership for termination to the Church Council. 

Procedures for Membership Renewals 

Those desiring renewal of membership or of commitment should contact the Pastoral Staff.  The Pastoral Staff may then send such requests to the Church Council, which approves or denies them.  The Council also determines the frequency of such re-commitments.
Appendix 1: Membership at Reba Place Church According to Church By-Laws, Article 3
Section A. REQUIREMENTS. Membership in Reba Place Church involves a public commitment to the cause of Christ and the welfare of this particular congregation. Members shall include only those persons who have voluntarily committed themselves to the Church through baptism (or a prior baptism), a current confession of faith, and affirmation of the church’s memberships commitments. Membership shall not include the children of members unless the children have made this voluntary commitment. 

Section B. RESPONSIBILITIES. Responsibilities of members of Reba Place Church shall include giving and receiving counsel as the church members seek to know God’s will, sharing one’s financial resources, using one’s spiritual gifts, being faithful in prayer, accepting the leaders of this church as one’s leaders, and making every effort to maintain the unity of the spirit with all fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.

Section C. MEETINGS AND DECISIONS. The Members of the congregation shall conduct an annual business meeting to confirm those who serve on the Reba Place Church Council and review the Church Budget. Members of the congregation shall be required to meet to confirm new pastoral leadership, to approve property acquisitions or sales, major capital expenditures or initiatives, changes in doctrine or affiliation, and other such change which are of major significance. In addition the Reba Place Church Council may call members’ meetings to seek a vote on any issue they deem important. The Council determines the annual budget of Reba Place Church after receiving feedback and suggestions on a proposed budget presented to members. 

Appendix 2: Membership Process Check-Off List

	Check
	Items

	
	Initial individual meeting with the Lead Pastor

	
	Participation in new member adult education sequence

	
	One-on-one mentoring or instruction, as recommended and deemed sufficient by the Lead Pastor. 

	
	Familiarity with important documents of Reba Place Church.

	
	Demonstrated agreement with basic commitments for membership:

· Give and receive counsel while seeking to know God’s will

· Share financial resources

· Explore and make use of spiritual gifts

· Remain faithful in prayer

· Accept the congregation’s leadership as leadership for each member

· Make every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit with all members in Christ

	
	Unqualified affirmation of the 1995 Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective

(Qualified affirmation of the 1995 Confession may be acceptable for Associate members)

	
	When appropriate, a written testimony about one’s faith and reason(s) for seeking membership at Reba Place Church

	
	Secured testimony of two or more current active members who can speak for the candidate’s potential membership and help introduce the candidate to the congregation

	
	Lead Pastor refers candidate’s name to the Church Council for further consideration.

	
	Church Council votes in the affirmative for the candidate’s membership

	
	Baptism, where needed, in conjunction with reception as a member

	
	


